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two hundred miles, was adorned with beautiful
stones and metallic decorations, and at proper
intervals tanks were dug1 for the pilgrims who
would journey to the holy city in Chai-
tanya's company. Luxurious plants were made
to grow on both sides of the road many months
before, so that Chaitanya when he travelled
found sweet and fragrant Bakul flowers on all
sides. Each day the road was filled with soft
petals so that nothing hard might give pain to
Chaitanya who walked barefoot. Not this only,
Raja Pratapa Rudra ordered that a pillar should
be raised where Chaitanya halted every day to
commemorate the journey. Each ghat where he
would bathe, should be made a shrine.
Thousands of people accompanied him. But he,
when he saw all this fuss, quietly returned,
giving up all idea of going to Vrndavana
that time. And when after a year or so he
went privately, the popular song thus describes
him :
"Look, how Chaitanya goes to Vrndavana,
a torn rag at his back5 his head shaven and a
begging bowl in his hand." l
The people of Nadiya when they saw the
ascetic Chaitanya at Purl naturally felt a great-
sorrow ; for " he had no longer his beautiful
stuff of curling hair which had adorned his head.
It was shaven. He was reduced to skeleton.